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				The Director of Audiography (DoA)[1] is the head of the sound department and the person responsible for planning the audiography and managing the audiographers of a film. The role of audiographer and the title "director of audiography" derives from Indian filmmaking, where it is an established title credit.[2][3][4][5] The DoA understands the Director's vision, identifies the tasks necessary to realize this vision, budgets for those tasks and coordinates all the work from preproduction to postproduction whilst keeping an eye on overall sound quality.

Since the emergence of the "talkies", a creative and professional conflict has emerged out of the ongoing tension between the visual and aural dimensions of film. Production sound crews often complain at the lack of consideration given to sound on film productions [6] [7]. Having a DoA in preproduction helps to exert a powerful presence to defend the dimension of sound in filmmaking.

In the early days of the Hollywood studio system, every studio had a Sound Director (SD)[8] or a Recording Director (RD)[9], who headed the sound department and took sole credit for the work done by a large crew of sound technicians [10] [11]. Notable Sound Directors include George Groves of Warner's [12], Thomas T. Moulton, Gordon E. Sawyer and Don Rogers of Goldwyn Studios - who also worked at Warner Hollywood Studios.[13] Douglas Shearer is credited as the Recording Director at MGM from 1930 until 1953.[14]

Hollywood sound editor David Yewdall bemoans the loss of the SD in Hollywood[15] and recalls the story of film producer Ross Hunter, working on the film Airport, who neglected to take the advice of sound editor Joe Sikorski to record aircraft sound effects on location; a SD would have immediately appreciated the financial implications of not taking such advice[16]

Following the demise of the studio system and the loss of the Sound Director[17], part of this role was delegated to the Post Production Supervisor, Supervising Sound Editor, Sound Designer or Production Sound Mixer - each role having less knowledge, influence, responsibility and scope than the former SD. Where no DoA is hired - as is often the case when filmmaking in the West - there has been some debate on the most appropriate role to head the sound department; a Supervising Sound Editor is seen as a technical manager - comparable to an Art Director - whereas a Sound designer is viewed as a creative visionary, analogous to a Production designer[18][19]. In practice, the industry sees both roles as equivalent.[20]

The Director of Audiography should not be confused with a Production Supervisor or Post Production Supervisor - both are administrative roles in the Production department. In contrast, the Director of Audiography is a technical role blending leadership, management and administrative skills with creative audiography ranging over preproduction, production and postproduction - constrained only by the Director's vision and the production's schedule and budget. In many ways the DoA role is a natural extension of the more limited postproduction role of Supervising Sound Editor.

No-budget productions have been among the first to employ a DoA in the Western world, since their producers and directors are less constrained by Studio practices or trade union demarcations[21][22].

The Director of Sound (DoS)[23][24] and Audio Director (AuD)[25] roles have also been proposed as alternative titles to that of DoA.
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Director of Audiography - Lines indicate chains of command. Arrows indicate paths of communication and coordination
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	v · d · eFilm crew
	
	

	 Pre-production and filmmaking
	
	
Film producer ·  Unit production manager ·  Production coordinator ·  Line producer ·  Film director ·  Assistant director ·  Casting director ·  Screenwriter ·  Production assistant ·  Script supervisor ·  Script coordinator  · Location manager





	
	

	 Production design
	
	

Production designer



	
Art

	
Art director ·  Scenic design ·  Illustrator


	
	
Sets

	
Set decorator


	
	
Hair and make-up

	
Make-up artist ·  Barber


	
	
Wardrobe

	
Costume designer


	
	
Props

	
Props master


	
	
Special effects

	
Special effects supervisor · Visual effects supervisor · Matte painter








	
	

	 Photography
	
	

Cinematographer/Director of photography



	
Camera

	
Camera operator ·  Focus puller ·  Clapper loader ·  Steadicam


	
	
Lighting

	
Gaffer ·  Best boy (electrical) ·  Lighting technician


	
	
Grip

	
Key grip ·  Best boy (grip) ·  Dolly grip ·  Grip








	
	

	 Sound
	
	

Director of audiography/Sound designer/Supervising Sound Editor



	
Production sound

	
Production sound mixer ·  Boom operator ·  Utility sound technician


	
	
Sound editing

	
Dialogue editor ·  Sound editor · Foley artist


	
	
Music

	
Sound editor ·  Re-recording mixer ·  Music supervisor ·  Composer








	
	

	 Post-production
	
	

	
Editorial

	
Film editor


	
	
Laboratory

	
Colorist


	
	
Visual effects

	
Visual effects editor ·  Compositor ·  Animator ·  Technical Director
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								Art director — See also: Artistic director The art director is a person who supervise the creative process of a design. The term art director is a blanket title for a variety of similar job functions in advertising, publishing, film and television, the Internet …   Wikipedia

	Film director — A film director is a person who directs the actors and film crew in filmmaking.[1] They control a film s artistic and dramatic aspects, while guiding the technical crew and actors. Contents 1 Responsibilities 2 Methods of film directing …   Wikipedia

	National Film Award for Best Audiography — The National Film Award (Silver Lotus Award) for Best Audiography winners: Year Winner Film Language 2011 Debajit Changmai[1] Ishqiya Hindi 2010 Resul Pookutty[2] Pazhassi Raja …   Wikipedia

	Filmmaking — Filmmaker redirects here. For the magazine, see Filmmaker (magazine). A film being made in Warsaw, Bracka street Filmmaking (often referred to in an academic context as film production) is the process of making a film, from an initial story, idea …   Wikipedia

	Film editing — is part of the creative post production process of filmmaking. It involves the selection and combining of shots into sequences, and ultimately creating a finished motion picture. It is an art of storytelling. Film editing is the only art that is… …   Wikipedia

	Cinematographer — A camera crew sets up for scenes to be filmed on the flight deck for the motion picture Stealth with the crew of the Nimitz class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) …   Wikipedia

	Script supervisor — Script girl redirects here. For the Hollywood script sales video blog, see ScriptGirl. A script supervisor (also called continuity supervisor) is a member of a film crew responsible for maintaining the motion picture s internal continuity and for …   Wikipedia

	Costume designer — Robert Edmond Jones (1887 1954) drawing at a waist high table (c. 1920). A costume designer or costume mistress/master is a person whose responsibility is to design costumes for a film or stage production. He or she is considered an important… …   Wikipedia

	Film producer — A film producer oversees and delivers a film project to all relevant parties while preserving the integrity, voice and vision of the film. They will also often take on some financial risk by using their own money, especially during the pre… …   Wikipedia

	Clapper loader — A clapper loader, or second assistant camera (2nd AC) is part of a film crew, whose main functions are that of loading the raw film stock into camera magazines, operating the clapperboard (slate) at the beginning of each take, marking the actors… …   Wikipedia
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